In other words, Web 2.0 has enormous potential to bring user-generated content to the Internet. The idea is to free data from corporative control and allow anyone to assemble and locate content to meet their own needs or the needs of clients. Rather than having to conform to the paths laid out for us by content owners or their intermediaries, we create the content.
Is Web 2.0 something that we need to start thinking about? What does it mean for how we provide medical information services? Perhaps this is another bubble that will disappear if we just ignore it for a while. However, in thinking about this, I would like to share with you some ideas and tools that will set up the way for Web 2.0. I have written a series of short reviews of the major trends and surmised their application in health and medical information services.
Let's start with RSS feeds. In subsequent articles we'll move onto blogging and podcasting, continue with Wikis and folksonomies (tagging), and conclude with social networking tools.
RSS
RSS (RDF Site Summary, or Rich Site Summary, or Really Simple Syndication) is an easy-to-use XML format for distributing content on the Web. It has been around since the late 1990s but has received considerable attention very recently because of the expansion of blogging. In short, RSS is a simple XML syntax for describing recent additions of content to a Web site. These additions can include news items, blog updates, library acquisitions, or any other information elements. A Web site with one or more RSS feeds is said to be syndicated. Users subscribe to the feeds using an RSS aggregator or newsreader that crawls the sites on a regular basis, usually several times per hour. An aggregator displays feeds and enables users to organize them and to access related Web pages when these are available. RSS feeds can have the following applications for health librarians:
( 
RSS readers/aggregators
There are a number of RSS aggregators available. The aggregators can be categorized as follows:
(1) Web-based readers -These Web sites collect RSS feeds online and can be accessed from any Internet-enabled computer. Bloglines (http://www.bloglines.com/) is my favorite free online RSS reader, allowing easy access to selected RSS feeds from both my home and work desktops. (2) Standalone clients -These software packages access selected RSS feeds and download results to your computer. SharpReader (www.sharpreader.net) is my favorite free standalone RSS reader. (3) Plugins -These programs are integrated into software packages installed on your desktop (e.g., Microsoft Outlook). For an easy introduction to RSS feeds, I recommend a simple Web-based aggregator such as Bloglines. Since Bloglines is Web-based, there is no software to download, and subscribed feeds can be accessed from any Internetconnected machine.
Writing RSS
Making an RSS file is easy to do. If you understand basic HTML, you know enough to use someone else's RSS to make your own file. Don't know HTML? You might consider starting a blog, as the majority of today's blogging tools automatically generate RSS files. Danny Sullivan's SearchEngineWatch offers great advice for compiling a simple RSS feed (http://searchenginewatch.com/sereport/article.php/2175271). In addition, Syndic8's How To section also lists numerous tutorials that describe the building of RSS files (http://www. syndic8.com/documents.php?Section=HowTo).
Conclusion
In summary, my sense is that 2006 will be a year of increasingly pushed and user-created content on the Internet. RSS will not necessarily become the core of Web 2.0 services, as it does not include any transactional pulled component. In other words, you cannot use RSS to purchase a DVD or reserve an airline flight. However, for information professionals, particularly those in life and health sciences, and those that use the Web primarily to retrieve, provide, and update information, RSS will be increasingly more prominent. RSS is becoming an essential communication tool that allows us to provide the most up-to-date information to our clients. It is definitely a trend to watch.
